
. 

. 

. 

The Squid’s Ink 

December 1998
Volume 3, Issue 8

 

Inside this Issue 

* Foreign Relations 

* Toy Drive 

* MSAC Notes 

* Virtual Ink 

* Upcoming Events 

 And much more! 

  

  

  

  

University of South Florida 
Department of Marine Science 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 

Notes From the Editors 
By now you should just be finishing up 
all that leftover turkey.  Speaking of 
turkeys, lots of people came out for the 
annual Turkey Bowl football game 
earlier this month.  Jason Lenes did a 
fantastic job organizing this event.  The 
final score was 3-2, with the biologists 
and physicists taking their rightful place 
as champions! 

We would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Bob Jolley, Tracy Christner, 
and the rest of the SuperStars committee 
for their generosity.  They donated the 
leftover t-shirts to the USF co-ed 
softball team.  The shirts say 
“Championship Team ‘98”, so you 
softball players have a lot to live up to! 

 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Lisa Earnest and 
Fred Stengard for defending earlier this 
month.  Fred definitely wins the prize 
for the longest thesis title ever.  It’s so 
long that we can’t even print it!  
 
Congratulations to Strawn and Craig 
Toler for the birth of their daughter 
Kylie Claire.  Kylie was born on Friday 
the 13th- that must be her lucky day!   
 
Also, congratulations to Sunny Jiang 
and Fernando Gilbes, the first ever 
Sackett Prize winners.   
 
Finally, congratulations to us!  As you 
might know, this newsletter has a long 
history of being resurrected and then 
fading away.  It has also gone through 
several name changes.  In the past 10 
years, the most issues published in one 

year was 10.  We are a close second 
with 8 issues this year; that’s one issue a 
month since May.  Remember, we can’t 
do this without your help, so keep those 
submissions and suggestions coming! 
 
 

Course Announcement 
By Tony Greco 

The department has just ordered a brand 
new state of the art Hitachi scanning 
electron microscope (SEM) for high 
resolution surface photography.  It is a 
PC based digital SEM that can 
photograph hydrated specimens.  
Installation is set for early January ‘99. 
Learn to use this invaluable instrument 
for your research in the SEM course, 
OCG 6551C, Ref 17719 this spring! 
 
 

Exam Time, Part 1 
In honor of the upcoming dreaded finals 
week, we would like to offer this list of 
things to do during an exam when you 
know you are going to fail the class 
anyway: 

1. 15 minutes into the exam, stand up, 
rip the exam into very small pieces, 
throw them into the air and yell out 
“Merry Christmas.”  If you’re 
really daring, ask for another copy 
of the exam and say you lost the 
first one.  Repeat this process every 
15 minutes. 

2. If the exam is in essay form, answer 
with numbers and symbols.  Or, do 
the exam in another language.  If 
you don’t know one, make one up. 

3. Find a new, interesting way to 
refuse to answer every question.  
For example: I refuse to answer this 
question on the grounds that it 
conflicts with my religious beliefs. 

      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Holiday Toy Drive 
By Heather Penta 

The annual holiday toy drive has begun. 
We are collecting toys for children 
being raised by their grandparents.  This 
is a part of the St. Petersburg Free 
Clinic’s Elder Care program. The 
grandparents have limited incomes and 
often have a hard time making ends 
meet. Your gifts might be the only ones 
these children receive. 
 
Please take a nametag from the 
Christmas tree in the lounge and bring a 
wrapped and labeled gift to the MSL 
lobby by Friday, December 11th.  If you 
do not have time to purchase a gift, 
monetary contributions are welcome. 
Please give them to Heather Penta, Lisa 
Merman or Heidi Crevison. We’ll do 
the shopping for you! 
 
 
 

Virtual Ink 
By Meredith Anderson Haines (filling in 
for regular column author Johan Schijf) 

I would like to tell you about a website 
that helps you do a rate comparison on 
long distance phone carriers. I'm now 
paying 25cents/min for calls to New 
Zealand, whereas only 6 months ago 
52cents/min was the best deal I had 
found.  
 
“A Bell Tolls” (http://www2.ucsc.edu/ 
people/stmc/abell) will help you 
review your current long distance rate 
plan.  They can find interstate rates as 
low as 5cents/min, 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week for large volume 
customers.  There is even a deal for 7.3 
cents/min during the week and 5.2 
cents/min on weekends that includes 
150 hours of internet access as well! 
You can review the rates based upon the 
time period that is most important to 
you. 
 
You can also see the latest international 
direct dial rates - the page lists the best 
rate for 240 different countries.  

Clicking on each country pulls up the 
entire rate database for all plans to that 
country.  If you make international calls 
you can save unbelievable amounts of 
money by choosing a plan suited to 
your calling patterns. 
 
They can't tell you which plan would be 
best for you, but they claim to be the 
only site on the web dedicated to 
impartial long distance rate comparisons 
to help you figure it out for yourself! 
They also offer cost saving ideas such 
as a top 10 list of ways to save money 
on your long distance bill. 
 
 

MSAC Notes 
By Rachel Merkt 

The annual Holiday Party will be held 
on Friday December 11th.  Heidi 
Crevison is spearheading the efforts on 
this event, but that does not mean she is 
handling them single-handedly!!!  She 
will begin beating the bushes for 
volunteers to help shop, wrap, decorate, 
and set-up.  Please make an effort to 
contribute to the annual gala!   
 
Speaking of volunteers, the floor in the 
lounge will be polished on Friday 
December 4th.  We'll need volunteers to 
help move the furniture out of the way 
 
The annual chili cookoff is coming up 
on January 8th, so start flipping through 
your recipe books!  This is always a lot 
of fun. 
 
REMINDER: return any receipts for 
MSAC events to Lisa Merman's 
mailbox within three days of the event 
 
 
 
 
USF has designated the 1998-99 school 
year “The Year of the Book”.  This is a 
celebration of the literary expertise of 
those in the university community with 
a yearlong series of events.  For more 
information, and for a schedule of 
events, check out the website at 
www.usf.edu/news. 

Upcoming Events 
 
Dec 2, noon, MSL conf. room 
Wacky Wednesday Wunchtime  
AGU special. If you are not going to 
AGU next week, Rebecca Beavers 
and Jyotika Virmani will bring AGU to 
you. Come and listen to them 
practice their talks.  Bring your lunch. 

Dec 7, Finals week begins; Pearl 
Harbor Day 
 
Dec 8, DEP circle 
Blood Drive  
The last one for this year.  Get a free 
t-shirt and save a life!  

Dec 9, No WWW - FINALS WEEK 
If you have an exam, your 
Wednesday will be wacky enough!  
 
Dec 11, MSAC Holiday Party 
To celebrate the holidays and the 
end of finals, MSAC will be holding its 
annual party in the lounge. 
 
Dec 12, Poinsettia Day 
 
Dec 13, Geminids meteor shower 
peaks early this morning 
 
Dec 14, first day of Hanukkah 
 
Dec 16, noon, MSL conf. room 
Wacky Wednesday Wunchtime 
Lizz Singh, our resident travel guide 
will be flying us to Iceland, land of 
beautiful women and unusual 
museums.  Bring your lunch. 

Dec 19, Islamic month of Ramadan 
begins  
Dec 21, Winter Solstice 
Dec 23 & 30, No WWW - Happy 
holidays! 

Dec 25, Christmas Day 
 
Dec 26, Kwanzaa; Boxing Day 
(Canada) 
 
Dec 31, New Year’s Eve 
 

2    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

http://www.usf.edu/news


  The Squid’s Ink 

Health Hotline 
The US Public Health Service recently 
launched the National Women’s Health 
Information Center, a combination 
website and toll-free hotline 
(www.4woman.gov or 800-994-
WOMAN).  This information center 
represents the federal government’s 
most comprehensive resource for 
women’s health.   
 
The website links to all federal agencies 
and publications on women’s health, 
and to hundreds of government-
screened private sector organizations.  
The hotline will connect the caller to a 
health information specialist who can 
answer questions and send fact sheets 
and brochures.  The phone line is open 
from 9am-6pm.   
 
According to Wanda Jones, Director of 
the Public Health Service’s Office on 
Women’s Health, “women today are 
inundated with health information from 
a variety of media sources.  It is 
comforting to know that there is now 
one reliable place to go for information 
that can be trusted.” 
 
 

Workshop News 
The Counseling and Career Center 
offers several workshops that should be 
useful for everyone. 
12/7: Writing the Right Resume 
12/8: Women’s Health Issues – A 
Brown Bag Lunch 
12/9: First Impressions for 
Interviewing: Tips, Hints, and Tricks of 
the Trade 
12/11: Say What You Mean – Preparing 
for and responding to Interviewing 
Questions 
Call x1129 for registration or more 
information.  
 
 

 

 

><> " ><> " ><> " ><> " ><> " ><> " 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
"Laugh and the world laughs with you. 
Snore and you sleep alone." - Arnold 
Bennett 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
><> " ><> " ><> " ><> " ><> " ><> " 
 
  

Conversation With 
George Washington 
By Lisa Young 

Conversation with George 
Washington: 
"George" 
"Yes, father." 
"George, I have a very serious question 
to ask you and I want you to promise 
you'll answer truthfully.  Will you?" 
"Yes, father." 
"Good.  Did you cut down my cherry 
tree?" 
"No, father." 
"You're quite sure?" 
"Yes, father." 
"Well, I'm afraid I'm very disappointed 
in you, George. 12 people saw you cut 
down the cherry tree with your little 
hatchet." 
"Oh." 
"In view of that, would you like to 
change your previous answer, George?" 
"No, father.  I believe the answer I gave 
you was legally accurate.  In my own 
mind I was telling you the truth, yes 
father." 
"What the #@! is that supposed to 
mean?" 
"Well, you asked me if I had 'cut' down 
the tree.  In my own mind, it seemed to 
me that 'cutting' is something one does 
with a knife or a sickle.  In my own 
mind it seemed that, since I used my 
little hatchet, the relationship I had with 
the tree, while perhaps inappropriate, 
was not a ‘cutting’ relationship.  I 
would call it a 'chopping' relationship." 
"Very well.  I'll give you another 
chance, George.  Listen very carefully.  
Did you chop down my cherry tree?" 
"No, father." 
"No?  No?  Why do you still say no?" 

"Because, father, I cannot tell a lie, and 
in my own mind I did not 'chop down' 
your cherry tree." 
"Well, what did you do, then?" 
"I chopped it into two pieces and one 
piece fell to the ground." 
"So you chopped it down." 
"No, father, I merely chopped it.  I did 
not cause that piece to fall down. The 
force of gravity caused it to fall down.  
Were it not for the force of gravity, over 
which I have absolutely no control, the 
tree, though segmented, would 
presumably still be up, not down." 
"George, I'm losing patience with you.  
But I'm going to give you one last 
chance to tell the truth.  Did you take 
your little hatchet and chop my cherry 
tree, which action on your part, 
combined with the force of gravity, 
caused the tree to fall down?" 
"No, father." 
"NO?  NO?  IT'S STILL NO?  HOW 
CAN YOU STILL SAY NO?" 
"I still say no because of my legendary 
regard for the truth, father.  What is that 
object at which I am pointing with my 
childish little finger?" 
"It's the stump of the cherry tree. 
"And isn't the stump part of the tree?" 
"It is." 
"In fact, isn't the stump the most 
important part of the tree, father, since 
without a stump there would be no 
tree?" 
"I guess so." 
"Yet the stump is still standing.  So 
when you asked me if I had chopped 
down the tree, my own mind said to me, 
‘George, you must tell the truth.’  And 
the truthful answer is no.  Truly the tree 
has been chopped, and although gravity 
caused part of the tree to fall down, the 
most important part of the tree is still 
standing.  All I can suppose father, is 
that those 12 people whose exaggerated 
claims allege they saw me ‘cut down the 
entire tree’ were motivated not by a 
search for truth but by some personal 
vendetta against me, perhaps because I 
am from Virginia." 
"George, you're a real crafty #@!*.  
Have you thought about what you want 
to be when you grow up?" 
"Yes, father.  If they ever build a White 
House I would like to occupy it as the 
first White House lawyer." 
 

The Coastal Cleanup results are in!  
Pinellas County had more 
volunteers than any other county in 
the state!  4380 volunteers 
collected over 60 tons of trash!  
Way to go! 
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Helpful Hints Science Demystified  

 By Sean “Martha Stewart” Singh Biodiversity comes in 3 flavors: 

*Don't discard the tough ends of 
broccoli stalks - use them for making 
soups. 

Genetic diversity is diversity within a 
species.  Different individuals do 
have small differences in their 
genetic makeup.  Genetic diversity is 
healthy because it makes a species 
more adaptable to environmental 
change. 

 

 *Measuring honey with a spoon is easy 
but getting it all off the spoon is another 
matter--so first rub the spoon with 
margarine.  
*To get cookie dough to drop off a 
spoon without sticking, first dip the 
spoon in milk. 

 Species diversity  is the variety of 
species in a community (including 
the biggest community, the whole 
earth).   *Extra pie dough?  Cover it with some 

parmesan and gruyere cheese and you'll 
make a delicious appetizer.  Ecological diversity is the variety of 

forests, lakes, deserts, grasslands, 
streams, and other biological 
communities. 

 
 

Foreign Relations 
  Ramadan:  The month of Ramadan 

begins the day after the crescent moon 
is sighted.  Therefore, this Islamic 
holiday can vary around the world by 
one day.  This year it begins in the US 
on December 19th. 

For Trekkies Only Exam Time, Part 2 
In place of our regular “Movie Mania” 
column, we offer this bit to celebrate the 
December 11th release of the next Star 
Trek movie “Star Trek: Insurrection.” 

In a Chemical Oceanography class, the 
professor wanted the students to finish 
within a certain time period.  After the 
professor called time, one student kept 
on working.  The professor repeated that 
time was up and the student kept 
working.  When the student was done, 
he gave the professor his exam.  The 
professor said, “I refuse to take this 
exam because you have exceeded the 
time limit.  You will fail.”  The student 
draws himself up, indignant, and says, 
“Do you know who I am?”  The 
professor, ready for actaion, says, “No.”  
The student giggles, says, “Good,” 
shoves his paper in the middle of the 
stack in his professors’ hand, and runs 
out the door.                                          
A true story??? You be the judge! 

Boxing Day: There are 2 sources of the 
name for this Canadian holiday.  In 
Victorian era, the day after Christmas 
was the day the servants removed the 
boxes the presents came in and put them 
in the “Box Room.”  Some houses in 
England (such as Jyotika’s) still have 
“Box Rooms.”   

Reasons why Captain Kirk is better 
than Captain Picard:  

*Kirk has sex more than once a season. 

*Kirk’s bridge is not beige. 

*Picard allows cats on board, while 
Kirk beams away even really cute 
things like Tribbles. 

*Kirk says “shoot first and wait for 
retaliation.” 

The second explanation has to do with 
sports.  Gambling and violent sports 
were illegal on Christmas Day.  The day 
after was called Boxing Day because 
that was a major sport that people could 
gamble on. 

*Kirk doesn’t let the doctor tell him 
what to do. 

*One word: Hair. 
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Squid’s Ink “Staff”: 
Editor: Lizz Singh (lizz@marine) 
Assoc. Ed.: Jyotika Virmani 
(jyotika@marine) 
Contributors: Meredith Haines, 
Rachel Merkt, Lisa Merman, Heather 
Penta, Sean Singh, Angela Strub, 
Lisa Young 

Happy Holidays from your friends at 
SWEET TOOTH’S 
1431 Central Avenue 

10% off entire purchase!!! 
 

Featuring ice cream, gourmet coffee drinks, 
candy, handmade ice cream sandwiches, and 

more. 
Check out our daily specials! 

 
Expires 12/31/98 

mailto:lizz@marine
mailto:jyotika@marine
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Q:   I would like to change some of 

the text box shading to improve the 
print quality. Can that be done? 

A:   Yes. To change the shading or 
color of a text box, select it and 
double click its borders to open the 
Format Text Box dialog box. Click the 
Colors and Lines tab and then 
choose the new color from the Color 
drop-down list in the Fill section. 

Q:   What’s the best way to print this 
newsletter? 

A:   Print page 2 on the back of page 
1. Fold in half and mail with or without 
an envelope. For best results, use a 
medium to heavyweight paper. If 
you’re mailing without an envelope, 
seal with a label. 

Q:   I would like to use my own clip 
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