FLORIDA TRAINING STATION FOR MARITIME COMMISSION

displays Federal architecture at its best. PBA designers divide the 400-man dormitory project
into eight buildings, join them with open porches, wind up with a hotel-like structure of clean
design. Builder Blair produces it for $600,000.

To man the 1,200 new ships which have
already begun to slide down the ways for
the nation’s enlarged Merchant Marine,
the U. S. Maritime Commission last year
launched an extensive training program
for both officers and seamen. Supple-
menting its Cadet Training System, which
is coordinated with the State Nautical
School System, the Commission in July
1939 established the Maritime Service lo
be administered by the U. S. Coast Guard
for the Commission and under the general
supervision of Director Telfair Knight of
its Division of Training.

One phase of this new operation is the
training of apprentices for the deck,
engine and steward departments of ships
and for radio operation. For this purpose,
the Commission required more elbow room
and got it this summer with the completion
of the St. Petersburg Fla. Training Station
(presented on these pages) and an exact
duplicate in far-away Hueneme, Calif.
Each station turns out 400 apprentices
every two months, sends them off on four-
month training cruises.

Designed by Government’s Public Build-
ings Administration under the direction of

Commissioner W. E. Reynolds, the hand-
some Florida project overlooks Bayboro
Harbor from a ten-acre site bulkheaded,
filled and donated to the Commission by
the City of St. Petersburg. It is comprised
of two buildings.

The larger, more important building

pictured on these pages is based on a
symmetrical but uncommonly interesting
plan. T-shaped, its head provides office,
recreation and sleeping accommodations
for the Station’s staff of 100 administrative
and medical officers. Shank of the two-
story T is, in effect, a large screened
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