GUIDELINES AND APPLICATION FORM FOR THE 2007-2008 C0LLEGE OF MARINE SCIENCE GRADUATE STUDENT ENDOWED FELLOWSHIPS

GENERAL FELLOWSHIPS
The Elsie and William Knight, Jr. Endowed Fellowship  -  $20,000 (plus $2,000 for research expenses)

St. Petersburg Progress Endowed Fellowship - Ph.D. $20,000 or M.S. $18,000

The Jack Lake Endowed Fellowship  -  $12,000

Two Gulf Oceanographic Charitable Trust Endowed Fellowships  -  $12,000 each

The Robert M. Garrels Endowed Fellowship  -  $11,000

The Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club Endowed Fellowship  -  $10,000

The Carl Riggs Endowed Fellowship - $3,000*

The Tampa Bay Parrot Head Endowed Fellowship  -  $2,500*
SPECIALIZED FELLOWSHIPS 

NEW! > Bridge to the Doctorate Endowed Fellowship -$20,000

C. W. Bill Young Endowed Fellowship - $12,000

The Paul L. Getting Memorial Endowed Fellowship  -  $12,000

The Wachovia Endowed Fellowship - $4,000*

The guidelines and application form (i.e., this page and the following pages) can be obtained from:

http://www.marine.usf.edu/fellowships/Guidelines-and-Application-2007-8.doc
or
http://www.marine.usf.edu/fellowships/Guidelines-and-Application-2007-8.pdf


 (Contact Chad Edmisten chad@marine.usf.edu if the files listed here are not retrievable)

Information regarding additional Fellowships and assistantships from USF and the USGS and other sources can be obtained from Dr. Van Vleet, Director of Academic Affairs. Letters of recommendation arriving after the deadline (Wednesday, May 30, 2007, 4:00 pm) will not be accepted, except under extenuating circumstances. All issues involving deadlines and file submissions must be addressed by, and resolved by the Chair of the Honors and Awards Committee, Dr. Naar (MSL-214 naar@usf.edu office: 727 553-1637 cell: 727 510-9806). 

PLEASE SUBMIT APPLICATION MATERIALS TO BARBARA DAUGHERTY, MSL 114, (barbd@marine.usf.edu, 553-3938) BEFORE Wednesday, May 30, 2007, 4:00 PM.  Make sure to review ALL guidelines before completing the application form on the last page of this packet.

*Note, Endowed Fellowships less than $8K will not qualify for a tuition waiver from the USF Graduate School.  However, students supported for more than 10 hours per week as a research or teaching assistant and who do not have tuition support from a grant can obtain a tuition waiver from the USF Graduate School.  For additional details, contact Dr. Van Vleet, Director of Academic Affairs.

Version 2.1 – Thursday, May 17, 2007
1. Candidates will be judged by their academic merit.  M.S. or Ph.D. degree-seeking students in the College of Marine Science must be currently enrolled in the College of Marine Science as a degree-seeking student to apply, but they need not have full time status to apply.  To receive an endowed fellowship of $8K or more, a student must be registered as a full time student at the start of the following Fall Semester.  Full time status is defined as enrolled for 9 credit units in the fall semester, 9 units for the spring semester, and 6 units for the summer semester. Full time status and an award of $8K or more is also required to obtain tuition waivers from USF. M.S. and Ph.D. students compete together as a group.  Winning candidates must have full-time status throughout the award period of the fellowship (12 month period following initial receipt of funds).  CMS students who switch from a M.S. to a Ph.D. program without obtaining a M.S. degree are eligible to apply but will then be considered as having been continuously enrolled in the Ph.D. program. Students entering the Ph.D. program with or without a time lapse after receiving a M.S. degree from the College of Marine Science are considered new entering Ph.D. students.  Applications will not be accepted from students presently in their third year of the M.S. program or their fifth year of the Ph.D. program.  A student who enrolled in January or August 2002 is considered in their fifth year. A student who enrolled in January or August 2004 is considered in their third year.  

2. The Admissions and Awards Committee can submit files of newly admitted students if the Admissions and Awards Committee judges the files to be competitive for the Elsie and William Knight, Jr. Fellowship. These submitted files will not be considered for any other CMS endowed fellowship.
3.  The winning candidates will be determined by vote of the tenured and tenure-track faculty in the College of Marine Science (adjuncts, etc. have no vote), except for the Young Fellowship, which is determined by a committee (selected by the Dean) comprised of CMS faculty and Center for Ocean Technology staff. Application files are provided to the faculty.  Each faculty member judges merit in their own way after reviewing the application file; there is no set formula or criteria that the faculty must abide by. Letters of reference tend to play an important role, but other factors such as publications, GPA, GRE scores, and statement of professional goals are considered. Votes can be made in absentia.  At least two-thirds of the faculty must vote to constitute a valid competition.  Faculty will vote for students in each of the specialized categories as well as in the general category. Thus, there will be five separate votes made by the faculty.  Students applying for any of the specialized fellowships must also apply for the general fellowship awards.  The faculty will then rank the top twelve applicants in the general list and the top twelve in the specialized lists. If there are less than 12 applicants for any of the voting categories, the faculty is requested to vote for all the students in that category.  A first place vote will be awarded 24 points, second place equals 21 pts, third place = 19 pts, 4th place = 17 pts, 5th place = 15 pts, 6th  = 13 pts, 7th = 11 pts, and 8th = 9 pts, 9th = 7pts, 10th = 5pts, 11th = 3pts, and 12th place is awarded 1 point. The scoring scheme will remain the same regardless of the number of applicants in any category (i.e., first place always gets 24 points).  The faculty only needs to rank the students. The Fellowship committee will convert the rankings to points after tabulating all available ballots.  Faculty members, who do not follow the proper ranking procedure for any category, will not have their rankings counted for that category.
4.  In case of a tie in any category, the student with the greater number of highest rankings in that category will win.  If there is still a tie after comparing higher rankings, the Fellowship committee will compare the rankings in other voting categories.  If there is still a tie, the faculty of the Fellowship Committee will break the tie by consensus, if possible, or by a majority vote of the Committee, after reviewing and discussing the two application files. 

5.   If a student wins more than one award they will receive the highest $ award and the runner-up will receive the other award. If the $ amounts are the same, then the student will receive the general (vs. specialized) award.  No student may obtain more than one award (Fellowship or Assistantship) per year (the USGS assistantships and GK-12 fellowships are considered equivalent to fellowships due to their competitive application process).  

6. The student who receives the highest point total will receive the Elsie and William Knight, Jr. Fellowship.  The applicant with the next highest point total will receive the St. Petersburg Progress Fellowship.  The third place student will receive the Lake Fellowship. The fourth and fifth place students will receive the Gulf Oceanographic Trust Fellowships. The sixth place student will receive the Garrels Fellowship. The seventh through the ninth place students will receive the Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club Fellowship, the Carl Riggs Fellowship, and the Tampa Bay Parrot Head Fellowship, respectively. The Specialized Fellowships will be awarded to the eligible applicants receiving the highest point totals in the parallel votes.

7. All winners must abide rules and regulations set forth by Human Resources within the College of Marine Science and set forth by USF, regarding combining FTE appointed salaries. It is also the student’s responsibility to verify that they do not exceed any limits required by federal or other agencies that pay a stipend directly to the student. 

8. The Elsie and William Knight, Jr. Fellowship is awarded to the most meritorious graduate student.  There are 6 of these fellowships, each providing financial aid.  In addition, each recipient will receive funds to spend on research needs and scholarly activities.  The students retain these fellowships until they graduate or are judged not to be progressing satisfactorily.  The intent is to award only one fellowship per year.  

9. The St. Petersburg Progress Fellowship, Lake Fellowship, the Two Gulf Oceanographic Charitable Trust Fellowships, and the Carl Riggs Fellowship, Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club Fellowship, and the Tampa Bay Parrot Head Fellowship are awarded annually. Past winners may reapply in subsequent years.
10. NEW > The Bridge to the Doctorate Fellowship will be awarded annually to the most meritorious minority graduate student. The term "minority" as used by NSF refers to those ethnic groups that are significantly underrepresented at advanced levels of science and engineering in the U.S., i.e., Native Americans (including American Indians and Alaskan Natives), African-Americans, Hispanics, and Native Pacific Islanders. This fellowship follows the same definition. Past winners may reapply.

11. The Paul L. Getting Fellowship will be awarded to a student who is in their second calendar year of study in the College of Marine Science; i.e., students entering in January or August of 2006 are eligible.  The award will be made to a student who exhibits exceptional promise in their first year by showing excellence in the classroom and/or in the laboratory.  The award may be used for living expenses, research supplies, travel and/or equipment purchases.  The names of these applicants will be listed in the specialized ballot and the general ballot.  Past winners cannot reapply. 

12. The Wachovia Endowed Fellowship will be awarded to a student who is in their third calendar year of study in the College of Marine Science, i.e., students entering in January or August 2005 are eligible.  The award will be made to a student who exhibits exceptional promise in their second year by showing excellence in the classroom and/or in the laboratory.  The award may be used for living expenses, research supplies, travel and/or equipment purchases.  The names of these applicants will be listed in the specialized ballot and the general ballot.  Past winners cannot reapply.

13. The U.S. Congressman C. W. Bill Young Fellowship will be awarded for students whose current and/or newly proposed research involves the development of new technology for the investigation of biological, chemical, geological, or physical processes operating in the oceans, estuaries, fresh water environments, or at the air-sea interface.  Special consideration will be given to research projects that involve direct interactions with The Center for Ocean Technology engineers in the development and advancement of new/improved chemical, biological, or physical sensing systems, especially microelectrical mechanical systems (MEMS).  A panel of Marine Science faculty and engineers from The Center for Ocean Technology, appointed by the Dean of the College of Marine Science, will evaluate proposals and make funding recommendations to the Dean.   Make sure to include a separate statement describing the relevancy of your research to the C.W. Bill Young Fellowship. The names of these applicants will be listed in the general ballot as well. Past winners may reapply.

14. Shortly after the awards are given, the fellowship winners are expected to write a thank-you letter to the appropriate benefactor explaining, in general terms, the subject matter of their research and its significance.  Copies of these letters are to be sent to the Dean of the College of Marine Science and the Chair of the Honors and Awards Committee.

15. The two most recent Elsie and William Knight, Jr. Fellowship winners will serve as non-voting student representatives on the Fellowship Committee according to the CMS Governance Document (downloadable from http://www.marine.usf.edu/Internal/).  In addition, the Marine Science Advisory Committee (MSAC), which represents the CMS graduate students, can select an additional non-voting student representative for service on the Fellowship Committee.  

16. The Fellowship Committee will call for applications during the spring semester.  Winners will be determined near the end of the spring semester.  The funds will be available to the winning candidates at the beginning of the following fall semester at a public ceremony hosted by the College of Marine Science.  An effort will be made to make the general and specialized voting results coincide with the results of other Honors and Awards (e.g., GK-12 or USGS assistantships) to enable students to choose which award they prefer should they win more than one award.

17. The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) has in the past treated financial support from these fellowships as taxable income.  Please check with the IRS for the most current information regarding student fellowships.

18. Receipt of a Fellowship may affect students’ eligibility for financial aid from other sources (e.g., student loans).  Students are urged to check with the appropriate financial aid office about their situation.

19. In the case of any ambiguity related to the guidelines or submitted relevancy statements, the committee reserves the right to make a final interpretation. 

 USF, COLLEGE OF MARINE SCIENCE APPLICATION FORM FOR

Endowed Fellowships Offered for Academic Year 2007-2008

I. Personal Data (write or type in the blanks)

Name: __________________________________________________________________


Date of initial* enrollment in USF Marine Science College: _______________________


 If you are a doctoral student, have you successfully completed the comprehensive exam?


      Circle:    Yes         No 
  If yes, when? __________________________________

Has a thesis or dissertation proposal been submitted to your committee?


      Circle:    Yes         No 
  If yes, when? __________________________________


Check each Fellowship you are applying for (see guidelines for eligibility details):
General Fellowships ___X___(required even for those applying for specialized fellowships)

Bridge to the Doctorate Fellowship __________

Getting Fellowship ______

Wachovia Fellowship _______

C.W. Bill Young Fellowship ________

II.
College/University   Dates of Attendance     Major/Minor field     Degree Awarded

a._______________________________________________________________________


b._______________________________________________________________________


c._______________________________________________________________________


d._______________________________________________________________________

GPA while in the College of Marine Science _____________, or GPA last 2 years in last institution: ___________
______________________________________________________________________________________________





                                    

Signature of Advisor

PLEASE READ BELOW BEFORE SUBMITTING APPLICATION

III)
  Include Curriculum Vitae & Unofficial Academic Record for your undergraduate & graduate course work.


  Photocopies of official transcripts (or an accurate hand-typed summary) are acceptable. (Please do not staple or fasten pages – only submit single-sided pages – otherwise the application will be returned.)

IV)
Include a statement of professional goals (this is different than a thesis or dissertation proposal). This statement must be less than or equal to 4 double-spaced unfastened pages – extra pages are discarded.
V)
If applicable, include separate unfastened pages describing the relevancy of your research for the Young Fellowship – see Guideline 13.

VI) 
List the names of three references (no more – no less). Request that the letters be addressed to CMS Faculty and that they be sent to Barb Daugherty.  References sent by email (barbd@marine.usf.edu) will be accepted, but signed hardcopies are preferred.  Do not include extraneous materials, such as reprints or extra letters; they will be discarded.  Please provide all materials in a manila folder to Barb Daugherty. Experience suggests that students with letters from CMS faculty fare better than students with letters from others.

VII) 
Make sure to review guidelines before submitting application and then submit to Barb in MSL-114 by the time and date shown on the Guidelines cover page.

* Initial is defined as the date of entry into the program and further explained in Guideline 1.
