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OverviewOverview

 BackgroundBackground
 Research PrioritiesResearch Priorities
 Current StatusCurrent Status
 The FutureThe Future
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BackgroundBackground
 Funded by the National Sea Grant officeFunded by the National Sea Grant office
 Service to Gulf of Mexico researchService to Gulf of Mexico research

communitycommunity
 GuidanceGuidance

 Four Gulf of Mexico Sea Grant DirectorsFour Gulf of Mexico Sea Grant Directors
 26 member Planning and Review Council26 member Planning and Review Council

 Input from broad set of stakeholdersInput from broad set of stakeholders
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Link to National PlanLink to National Plan
 JSOST OceanJSOST Ocean

Research PrioritiesResearch Priorities
PlanPlan

 Released JanuaryReleased January
20072007

 Rooted in regionalRooted in regional
inputinput
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Original Strategies toOriginal Strategies to
Identify Gulf PrioritiesIdentify Gulf Priorities

 Review of Strategic PlansReview of Strategic Plans
 117 plans examined117 plans examined

 Web-based SurveyWeb-based Survey
 1,582 total responses1,582 total responses
 571 comments571 comments

 WorkshopsWorkshops
 5 workshops5 workshops
 299 participants299 participants
 Over 68 organizationsOver 68 organizations
 267 research and 251 non-research needs267 research and 251 non-research needs

 More than 230 organizations involvedMore than 230 organizations involved
Image: EPA
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Gulf of Mexico Research PlanGulf of Mexico Research Plan
Released September 2009Released September 2009

 Ecosystem HealthEcosystem Health
IndicatorsIndicators

 Freshwater Input andFreshwater Input and
HydrologyHydrology

 Habitats and LivingHabitats and Living
ResourcesResources

 Sea Level Change,Sea Level Change,
Subsidence, and StormSubsidence, and Storm
SurgeSurge

 Water Quality andWater Quality and
NutrientsNutrients
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Implementation of the GMRPImplementation of the GMRP

 Used in RFPUsed in RFP’’s and Strategic Planss and Strategic Plans
 At least 14 organizations are using itAt least 14 organizations are using it
 Millions of dollars of researchMillions of dollars of research
 Regional research initiativesRegional research initiatives

 EPAEPA
 Gulf Sea Grant College ProgramsGulf Sea Grant College Programs
 NGINGI
 OthersOthers

 MS and AL Commission PlansMS and AL Commission Plans
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Deepwater Horizon Oil SpillDeepwater Horizon Oil Spill
 Eight months after GMRP releaseEight months after GMRP release
 Develop an addendum to the GMRP withDevelop an addendum to the GMRP with

specific oil-spill prioritiesspecific oil-spill priorities
 QuestionsQuestions

 What are new regional research priorities?What are new regional research priorities?
 Have previously identified priorities shifted?Have previously identified priorities shifted?
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Rapid ResponseRapid Response
 Open-ended survey to 100 leaders in the regionOpen-ended survey to 100 leaders in the region
 Examine results from other meetingsExamine results from other meetings

 Consortium for Ocean Leadership Gulf Oil SpillConsortium for Ocean Leadership Gulf Oil Spill
SymposiumSymposium

 White House Science SummitWhite House Science Summit
 Northern Gulf InstituteNorthern Gulf Institute
 Center for Natural Resource Economics and PolicyCenter for Natural Resource Economics and Policy
 NOAA Southeast Fisheries Science CenterNOAA Southeast Fisheries Science Center

Workshop on Deepwater Horizon oil spill efforts,Workshop on Deepwater Horizon oil spill efforts,
MiamiMiami
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 Large-scale SurveyLarge-scale Survey
 20 oil spill research priorities20 oil spill research priorities
 Open-ended questionsOpen-ended questions
 ORPP-based questions from original surveyORPP-based questions from original survey
 Customizable by discipline, state, otherCustomizable by discipline, state, other

 More than 950 responsesMore than 950 responses
 159 organizations identified as source of159 organizations identified as source of

reliable oil-spill informationreliable oil-spill information
 Closes Friday, October 8Closes Friday, October 8
 www.gulfseagrant.orgwww.gulfseagrant.org
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Next StepsNext Steps
 Incorporate results from additionalIncorporate results from additional

workshopsworkshops
 Analyze survey resultsAnalyze survey results
 Examine existingExamine existing

 PlansPlans
 Research projectsResearch projects

 Identify gapsIdentify gaps
 Develop the addendum to the GMRPDevelop the addendum to the GMRP
 Implement the plan and provide priorities toImplement the plan and provide priorities to

interested organizationsinterested organizations 11



Oil Spill Research DatabaseOil Spill Research Database
 Respond to needRespond to need
 Identify research, monitoring, andIdentify research, monitoring, and

restoration that is underway, regardless ofrestoration that is underway, regardless of
funding sourcefunding source

 Gulf Sea Grant and NCDDC partnershipGulf Sea Grant and NCDDC partnership
 Endorsed and supported regionallyEndorsed and supported regionally
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 2,587 unique visitors2,587 unique visitors
 3,223 hits from Gulf of Mexico area3,223 hits from Gulf of Mexico area
 2,750 hits from DC area2,750 hits from DC area 13
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Thank youThank you

This presentation was supported by the National Sea Grant College Program of the U.S. Department of CommerceThis presentation was supported by the National Sea Grant College Program of the U.S. Department of Commerce’’s National Oceanic and Atmospherics National Oceanic and Atmospheric
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