
Enhanced Sub‐Surface
Monitoring Plan:
Goals and Status

• “Response Ac=on”
• Informed by 3 Academic Outreach Sessions
• Interim Plan Signed by FOSC, final plan to be  
signed soon



Goals of the Implementa/on Plan are to:

a. Monitor and assess the distribu/on, concentra/on,
and degrada/on of the por/on of the oil that remains
in the water column and/or bo>om sediments.

b. Evaluate the distribu/on of indicators of dispersant
or break‐down products of dispersants used in oil spill
response ac/vi/es.

c. Iden/fy any addi/onal response requirements that
may be necessary to address remaining sub‐surface oil.



When will sampling cease or transi/on to long‐term monitoring or
impact assessment occur? Decision points are based on:

1. Whether oil or dispersant is present that is a>ributable to the DWH

2. Whether oil or dispersant is “ac/onable” (that is, are there any
ac/ons that can be undertaken to address detected levels of oil and
dispersants from the environment under OPA defini/ons of removal
ac/ons)

3. Whether ac/ons are feasible and consistent with the principle of
net environmental benefit (the ac/ons do not create addi/onal
environmental issues of greater concern than allowing the
oil/dispersants to remain in the environment).



Decision Process about
“ac/onable” oil/dispersants



Three Sampling Domains in the Plan

















Ac/vity #1: Nearshore Sediment and Water
Sampling

Ac/vity #2: Offshore and Deep Water Sediment
Sampling

Ac/vity #3: Enhanced Access to and Archival of
Sampling and Monitoring Data

Interim Plan Signed Out by FOSC



Rela/onship to Other Monitoring Goals

• Complete baseline of where oil/dispersants
are/were and in what concentra=ons
(exposure)

• Inform Natural Resource Damage
Assessment

• Baselines for long term monitoring wrt
Ecosystem restora=on


