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International Conference on Sea Level Rise in the Gulf of Mexico:

Impacts, Adaptations, and Management

Sea level is rising along the Gulf of Mexico coasts of the United States, Mexico, and Cuba. Historical tide gauge
measurements prove this and model projections by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change project
that global sea-level rise will continue at an increasing rate during the next 100 years. Even if we simply
project the current rates of sea-level rise 50-100 years into the future, we see that the impact to humans and
the environment will be significant because coastal populations and infrastructure have moved closer to the
coast during the last 50 years. The amount of sea-level rise and the impact it has had and will continue to have
will vary around the Gulf according to geologic setting and human activities. This international conference will
examine the phenomenon of sea-level rise in the Gulf and consider how people and the natural environment
can or will respond.

The overall goal of the conference is to share knowledge among researchers studying the natural processes and
human dimensions of sea-level rise in the Gulf of Mexico and to engage decision makers and the public in
planning for the future. The conference is designed to achieve the following objectives:

1. Provide a forum for presentation of the latest research on sea-level rise including the physical,
biological and human dimensions aspects of the phenomenon.

Renew, continue and start new collaborations among researchers.

Inform government, industry and the public on the nature, causes, and impacts of sea-level rise.

Inform researchers and the public of the issues facing industry and government regarding sea-level rise.
Examine, compare, and consider new policy and regulatory frameworks impacting how society copes
with sea-level rise.

Provide outreach products such as recorded presentations, graphics, and summaries to inform

the public and educators and to support curriculum development.
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