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tion on tide changes.

Add in a new weather
buoy placed 28 miles off the
Hudson coast and the result
is that West Pasco now is
included in an extensive
early warning  system
started back in 1997.

“A tropical storm coming
up the coast can build quite a
storm surge,” explained Cliff
Merz, director of the Coastal
Ocean Monitoring and Pre-
diction System. COMPS is a
program of the University of
South Florida College of
Marine Science in St.
Petersburg.

COMPS digests a huge
amount of information on
changing weather condi-
tions.

“Being able to record data

out in the gulf is being able
to prepare for it onshore,”
Merz said, adding, “We want
to get as much advanced
warning as possible.”

COMPS started as three
offshore weather buoys and
six coastal stations located
from Shell Point south to the
Florida Bay and the Ever-
glades, according to Merz. At
the time, USF researchers
were hoping to help with
storm-surge predictions and
forecasting.

Through the combined
efforts of city and county
governments, offices  of
emergency management
and the National Weather
Service office in Ruskin,
Merz said COMPS has
grown. Homasassa Springs

and Tarpon Springs each got
shoreline gauges that way.
Now, West Pasco is partici-
pating.

Pasco County Emergency
Management Director
Michele Baker and Merz
received a grant from the
Emergency  Management
Trust Fund last year. The
grant paid for the buoy,
which cost about $200,000,
Baker said, and the Aripeka
tide gauge.

The Brasher Park gauge,
along the southwestern edge
of Koons Road, was another
cooperative effort involving
the National Weather ser-
vice, Pasco Emergency Man-
agement and USF, Merz
said.

Now, Merz wants more
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according to the event’s promoter, Frank

Allen.

In the style of Neil Diamond, Palermo
will perform his signature “Tribute to
America” set. “Bobby is a huge draw,”
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p.m. registration deadline. Car enthusiasts

can call Mark Kievet Jr. of Blast Audio at

861-2886 for information.

While the show will be free, for the first
time Allen will offer reserved tables near
the stage for $100 apiece. About 10 can be

opportunities to place these
“storm soldiers” along the
gulf coastline. The new ones
were a hit at the recent Gov-
ernor’'s Hurricane Confer-
ence in Tampa and some
attendees even toured the
gauge area in Tarpon
Springs, Merz said.

“To populate the coastline
with the buoys and gauges is
to provide better advanced
warning,” Merz said,
adding, “It’s fulfilling to do
this for the public.”

The latest buoy is in 21
meters of water and mea-
sures wind patterns and
barometric pressure, among
other things. Merz said the
data received is already
helping commercial and rec-
reational boaters with better
forecasts of what is happen-
ing offshore.

The buoy can also benefit
situations like search and
rescue or cleanup on oil
spills because it measures
the direction and speed of
gulf currents.

The Brasher Park tide
gauge stands 40 feet above
the water and 6-7 feet under,

Merz said. It is peppered
with $25,000 worth of equip-
ment including a wind mea-
suring device 34 feet in the
air and a pipe that can mea-
sure up to 15 feet of storm
surge. It’'s run by a battery
that is recharged by a solar
panel.

The equipment relays
data by satellite to the USF
campus in southern Pinellas
County, Merz said. There it
is checked and then sent to
the NWS office in southern
Hillsborough County.

Soon, the Pasco Office of
Emergency  Management
will be tapped into the
system to get up-to-date
information, too, Merz said.

The measurements taken
by the buoy and gauge
system are available to the
public at the COMPS Web
S 1 t e 5
comps.marine.usf.edu/ .

Staff writer Chris Marti-
nez contributed to this story.

Tish Osborne can be reached at
tosborne@suncoastnews.com



